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TYLER LETTERS 

Judge John Tyler to James Monroe 

Virginia 

Green- Way Jan y 1, 1804. 

Dear Sir: 

I receiv'd your favor by M r Lightfoot, which gave me some 
reason to believe you had not quite forgotten me, although I own 
I felt some little mortification at never having heard from you 
except by a collateral circumstance. But as I never court any 
Man's correspondence, much less any one whose walks in Life are 
upon the highest grounds, I should therefore be more reluctant in 
the case of one whose interest and happiness I always felt so 
great a share in as yours, if I conceived the desire not as ardent 
as my own in renewing by every opportunity those sentiments 
which so much tend to keep alive a friendship so long since com- 
menced. These reasons may be sufficient to account for my not 
writing a second Letter, added to the supposition of your being 
so engaged in your public character as not to have leisure for any 
other concerns. I am happy to find you were not illy received at 
the Court of St. James, and am fully confident you will not be 
wanting in such laudable evidences as will tend to keep up a good 
understanding between our country and that you reside in, so 
that the infidels even will be made to believe. You are not sur- 
prised however to find that a share of the old political inveteracy 
still rear'd its vicious and corrupt opposition to the Treaty for 
Louisiana which gives an immense Territory to America and 
removes the bone of contention between this and all the Euro- 
pean World, and nothing now remains to be exercised but plain 
sense and common honesty to keep us happy for a series of years. 
Lightfoot was very much pleased at dining with you; speaks 
highly of you, and sais as far as he could judge the people of 
England respect your character much; but he likes your Lady 
best, and you know that's not to be wondered at, since no body 
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ever was blest with a companion who possessed more of those 
amiable qualities which never fail to make the married Life happy. 
You have enjoy'd a great deal of human happiness from that 
source, and I hope most sincerely you may both continue in that 
sublime state for many years to come. These are all the pro- 
fessions I can make to a friend. I am much obliged by your offer 
to serve me in any thing in your power, but unless you will serve 
yourself at the same time I am unwilling to put any trouble on 
your hands. If you will send in to me on half stakes the finest 
Horse in England I will take care of him and make him profitable 
to us — a Horse call'd Sir Harry O'Kelly's Horse by Sir Peter 
Teazle is a fine one but I suppose many others may be had. This 
however you will do or not according as you find it convenient. 

I hope you are all well enough disposed towards me to accept 
all my respect and friendship. God bless you. 

Yrs &c 

Jn° Tyler. 

P. S. 

I have suffered the deepest 
affliction in the Loss of my 
eldest Daughter, Mrs. Semple, 
who never gave me reasons in her Life 

to speak in angry words to her. So much pains and expense had 
I bestowed on her education, which was far more liberal than 
fell to the lot of our country women in general, and then to lose 
her at a time of Life when she was displaying all the advantages 
arising from so enlightened a mind & so improved a Heart, in 
the care and education of her own children, was a stroke that I 
fear I shall long struggle with. God forbid you should meet 
such a one my friend, for what is so afflicting as to outlive ones 
children, or even friends. 

[Addressed] 

His Excellency James Monroe Esq r American Minister to 
G. Britain now in London. 
[Endorsed] 

Jan y i 1804 John Tyler answered by Capt n Sargeant 24 reg m 
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Hon. John Tyler to President Monroe 

Washington Jan'y 15 th 1821. 
D r Sir : 

I learn'd on yesterday that you had under consideration the 
propriety to conferring on Com: Barron of the U. S. Navy the 
command of the Delawar ship of the line lately constructed at 
Norfolk, and having three years ago, with many of my colleagues, 
solicited a command for him, I venture individually to renew my 
solicitations in his behalf. In doing this I am impell'd by a sense 
of duty to the public; for from all that I can learn, there is no 
man in the Navy, I speak it without disparagement to any, who, 
from his extensive and accurate knowledge in every thing relating 
to the service, is more entitled to your notice and patronage than 
Com : Barron — True he has been unfortunate and clouds have 
rested upon him ; but misfortune is no evidence of guilt, any more 
than a cloudless Sun through life is evidence of worth and merit. 
I am well persuaded that no man who lives, would derive more 
gratification than yourself from the good act, of taking by the 
hand the child of misfortune and relieving virtue from the load 
which oppress'd it. I am urg'd further to interfere in this matter 
from the belief that there is no service I could render which to 
my constituents would be more acceptable than to contribute in 
any degree to the restoration of Com: Barron to his rank and 
standing in the Navy. On this subject I have never heard but 
one sentiment express'd in my district, nor in truth in the State 
of Virginia. All concur in the wish which I myself most ardently 
entertain. I know that you will alone look to the good of the 
service in your decision on this subject and that the public voice 
will only measurably be regarded — but if the latter consideration 
should have any influence upon you, so far as the country below 
Tidewater in Virg a , I speak of it knowingly, is concern'd, I do 
undertake to say that nothing that could be done would produce 
more exultation and real joy — 

I have address'd you this letter without the knowledge of 
Com. Barron or any one of his friends — My motives in doing so 
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will I trust be duly appreciated by you and if I have committed 
any error in this behalf, I rely on your liberality for my excuse. 

With Sentiments of exalted respect 
I have the honor to be 

Y r Most Ob' Serv' 

John Tyler. 

[Addressed on cover] 

The right honourable 

James Monroe, President 

of the U. S., Washington. 

John Henry to John Tyler 

Red Hill Charlotte County Va., May 2 a /6o. 
My dear Sir: 

I have often heard my Mother say that during the discussion 
of the British debt cause in the Federal court in Richmond, a 
portrait in crayon of my father was taken by a celebrated artist 
perhaps Lorton, which was considered the best likeness of my 
father ever seen, & was Hung up in the capitol for several months. 
It was taken down, & it was never known what became of it. 
I understand that your father, the late Judge Tyler, left to his 
family a portrait of my father which answers the description of 
the one given above. Will you be so good as to give me a history 
of the one left by your father, as I am constrained to believe it is 
the best likeness ever taken of him, or your father would not 
have kept it in his possession. The portrait at Red Hill was taken 
by Sully from an indifferent miniature. Your compliance with 
the above request will greatly oblige yours Sir with sentiments 
of very high regard. 

Jno Henry. 

P. S. 

The family at Red Hill will be pleased to see you when you 
can make it convenient to come. I have understood that Craw- 
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ford the artist moulded the face of Henry's Statue at Richmond 
by the portrait mentioned above, if so be so good as to state. 

J Henry 
[Addressed] 

Hon. John Tyler, 

Charles City County, Virginia. 



John Tyler to John Henry 

Sherwood Forest 
Chs. City Cty. 
May 14th i860. 
My dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 2nd Inst, reached me by our last mail, and 
it gives me much regret not to be able to furnish you a more 
satisfactory reply to your enquiries relative to the Crayon por- 
trait of your illustrious father, supposed to have been executed 
by Lorton at the intercession of my father. I doubt not but your 
Mother's account of it is perfectly correct, but I am wholly at a 
loss to explain what became of it. Of this I am certain : that if it 
had found its place in the rooms of Greenway, my father's place 
of residence, it would have been esteemed by the whole family, 
as a treasure of infinite value, and preserved with a fidelity, equal 
to that with which the most sacred relics are watched over by the 
inmates of the Monasteries of Europe. I do not doubt but that 
the portrait after having been exhibited in Richmond, was con- 
signed to the custody of some member of your father's family, 
or, possibly permitted to be retained by the artist for the purpose 
of multiplying copies. This however is a mere matter of con- 
jecture. There was at. my father's death no portrait of your 
father left in the house. Thirty five years ago, I was in the studio 
of a young artist in Richmond who had asked me, as a favour, 
to sit for my portrait. In looking through his rooms I was struck 
by a portrait painted in oil on wood, which strongly arrested my 
attention. It presented the appearance of having been executed 
by a Master's hand, and laid claim to antiquity by the fact that 
wood had long since ceased to be in use, having been universally 
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substituted by canvass. No one could look on the portrait without 
being impressed with the fact that genius of a high order was 
exhibited in every feature. I enquired who it was? and was 
answered : "It is a portrait of Patrick Henry." I immediately 
set about to obtain it, and for 35 years have esteemed it the richest 
ornament of my house. Crawford never saw it that I am aware 
of, I wish he had, and had given a faithful transcript of it in his 
statue. The orginal is obviously engaged in deep thought, and 
at the same time in the discussion of some weighty matter. His 
spectacles have received what I have heard the men of his day 
speak of as their "war cant," resting on his tye-wig, — a white 
cravat around his neck the tie concealed behind. His outer coat 
red, and the residue of his garments black. The portrait is a 
bust of cabinet size, and was obviously painted by a Master's 
hand. I made no enquiries of the young artist who is long since 
numbered with the dead being too happy to possess myself of it, 
without the exhibition of any excess of solicitude about its origin. 
Can it be that I have possessed myself of the original portrait 
painted at the time your letter indicates ? I of course cannot say, 
and it is too late in the day for me to procure further enlighten- 
ment on the subject.* 

It will afford me most unalloyed gratification to visit you at 
Red Hill. Shall I ever be able to avail myself of your kind invita- 
tion to do so? A septuagenarian can only answer doubtingly. 
Be assured that if ever I can, I shall do so with promptitude and 
pleasure. Need I assure you of the pleasure I should experience 
at receiving you or any of your family, either here, which is my 
winter, and early Spring residence, or at our villa near Old Point 
where my family passes the summer. 

I am sir 

Truly and faithfully yours, 

John Tyler 

J Henry, Esq r . 



* In 1862 most of the plate and letters of President John Tyler at 
"Sherwood Forest," in Charles City County, as well as the portraits, 
were taken to Richmond, and placed in the Farmers' Bank for protection 
and preservation. At the destruction of the city by fire in 1865 every- 
thing perished, and the portrait mentioned in the letter above doubtless 
went the way of all the other things at this time. 



